
Nesbox Recommendaons
TheNorhAmericanBluebird Sociey (NABS) no longer approves specicnesboxdesigns. We recommend he specicaons
given in his documen or nesboxes ereced or small, nave caviy nesers like bluebirds.

Probably no nesbox is “perec” bu i you buy or build one ha ollows he guidelines given in his documen, you will
increase he odds ha he birds coming o your nesbox will remain sae hrough he nesng cycle and ha heir ospring
will edge successully. A word o cauon: We have ound ha some nesboxes may be sold wih a “NABS approved” logo
do no conorm o hese recommendaons. Please ell us i you nd such a nesbox.

NESTBOX STYLE/DESIGN o arac and ensure saey o and
suiabiliy or nave birds
• A wide variey o good nesbox plans are available online

including: he NABS websie: www.nabluebirdsociey.org/
nesbox-plans/andalsoNesBoxBuilder:hp://nesboxbuilder.
com/nesbox-plans-or-bluebirds.hml

• Because o regional variaon in bird species, predaors,
climae, and oher acors, nesbox syles or nesbox eaures
haworkwell in one areamay nowork aswell in ohers.Many
bluebird landlords have avorie syles. Conac experienced
bluebirders in your area o learn wha works bes where you
are. The NABS websie a liss Aliae organizaons ha can
also help you wih region-specic inormaon: hp://www.
nabluebirdsociey.org/aliaes/

CONSTRUCTION MATERIAL o help he box las, mainain sae
emperaures, and keep i sae rom predaors
The ollowing maerials work bes or consrucng bluebird
nesboxes:
• Solid wood: ¾ o 1 inch hick, o sofwoods (such as pine,

which should be sealed wih a waer-based pain or sain) or
hardwoods ha will weaher well.

• Exerior grade plywood (i.e., made wih waer-resisan glue.)
To preven he layers rom separang over me hen can be
sealed wih a waer-based pain or sain.

• Noe: In addion o hese maerials, some bluebird moniors
have had success wih boxesmade o 4 inch diameer PVC drain
pipe, 5 x 5 inch PVC ence pos cladding, or recycled plasc.

Do not use nesboxes made o:
• Pressure-reaed plywood, since some preservaves or resins

used as o seal ou waer could be oxic o he birds.

• Flimsy maerial such a paper milk carons, corrugaed cardboard boxes, ec., which are easily desroyed by weaher
and predaors.

• Meal, since i will resul in he nesbox severely overheang in ho weaher.

• Clay or ceramic, since hey break and reain hea.

Features recommend on bluebird nestboxes

Shown above are some of the ideal features for a bluebird
nestbox. The box shown is made of ¾ inch western
red cedar and coated with white exterior latex paint
and features a 1 9/16 inch round entrance hole. Other
preferred features include: A. the roof overhanging all
sides (5 inches on front, 2 - 3 inches on sides and back;
B. recessed door (2 inches); C. down-drilled door retainer
nail; D. ½ inch venlaon slo; E. ½ inch polysyrene hea
shield; F. ½ inch electrical conduit pole with metal strap
hangers; G. up-drilled air vents; H. kerf cuts under the
enrance hole; I. recessed oor (1 inch); J. oor holes
(¼ inch) or waer drainage. See o he lef or deailed
explanaons on nesbox eaures.
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ACCESS o aciliae monioring o he nes, and cleaning afer chicks have edged
• I is imperave ha all nesboxes can be opened -- side, ron, or roo

opening is a maer o personal preerence – each has pros and cons.
Do no use a boom opening box.

• The cleanou door should have a pivo poin a he boom or he op,
and should open in a way ha allows or ease omonioring and does
no disurb he nes.

• A screw or down-angled nail in a pre-drilled hole mus be used o
keep he door securely closed.

• Ivandalismor ampering is a concern, secure hedoorwihgalvanized
screws—preerably Phillips head, deck screws, or hose requiring an
uncommon bi (e.g., square- or sar-shaped.)

ROOF o keep rain, snow, sun and predaors ou o he box, and o preven emperaure exremes inside he box
• The roo should cover he back edge o nesbox, unless oher eaures preven rain rom enering he join

beween back and roo.

• The roo should exend beyond he box enrance hole in he ron, and also beyond any venlaon holes on
he sides. An overhang o 2 inches on each side is recommended, and more (e.g., 3 o 5 inches, especially in
he ron) is beer (see rs image o nesbox eaures above).

• Weaher resisanmaerials such as plasc, Hardie Board or roong shingles can be used or he roo, i here
is sucien insulaon underneah (see Hea & Cold Proecon).

• A single shee o plexi-glass or a galvanized meal roo is no recommended because o moraliy rom
overheang.

• A box wih a hole hrough he roo is no recommended as he conens are oo exposed o weaher and
predaon.

ENTRY HOLE o keep predaors and
European sarlings ou
For all three species of bluebirds, a 1
9/16 inch round hole is acceptable.

• For Easern Bluebirds, you can use
a 1½ inch round hole, a 1⅜ x 2¼
inch vercal oval hole, or 1⅛ inch
horizonal slo enrance.

• Wesern and Mounain Bluebirds
preer a 1 9/16 inch round opening
or 1 3/16 inch slo enrance.

• Where he ranges o he species overlap, use
he larger opening.

• I he hole is enlarged (e.g., by woodpeckers or squirrels), replace ha par o he
box, or pu a meal or wooden hole guard over he enlarged hole.

• Moun he box so he enry aces eas or souh o preven afernoon overheang.

• Face he enry away rom prevailing winds o minimize enry o rain or snow.
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Nestbox door open for monitoring showing
our 6 – 8 day old bluebird chicks.

Examples o ypical bluebird nesbox openings (lef o righ) ½
inch round hole; 1 3/8 X 2 ¼ inch oval hole; and 1 ¼ inch slot.

A metal plate serves as a
hole guard and prohibits
enlargemen by rodens or
woodpeckers



INNERWALL UNDER ENTRY HOLE o allowmaure chicks and adul ree swallows o exi he
box when hey are ready o edge
• The recommended deph rom he boom o he enry hole o he oor o he nes box

is beween 4½ o 6 inches.

• The ron wall below he enrance hole should have a rough surace.

• I he wood is rough on one-side, ace he rough side owards he inside o he box.

• I he surace below he enry hole is smooh, cu shallow grooves (“kers”) horizonally
across he inner wall o orm an escape ladder.

• Hardware cloh is no recommended or a climbing surace since birds can ge heir ee
caugh in i.

FLOOR SIZE o accommodae a large cluch, avoid he need or voluminous nesng maerial,
and help neslings mainain body emperaure
• Typical ideal oor sizes range rom 4 X 4 inch (16 square inches) and 5 X 5 inch (25 square inches) up o

5½ X 5½ inch (30 square inches.)

• Wesern and Mounain Bluebirders generally preer o use he larger oor sizes -- acually Easern and
Wesern Bluebirds are quie similar in size, Mounain Bluebirds are a bi larger.

• Noe: Oher box syles wih smaller oor space, like he Peerson or PVC circular boxes are accepable.

WATER-RESISTANCE & DRAINAGE o keep he inerior o he box dry, preven rain rom enering during sorms,
aciliae air circulaon, and help he box las longer
• Exerior seams (where boards mee) should be gh and/or sealed wih exerior grade silicone or laex caulk.

• Floor drainage is recommended by eiher cutng ‘dog-ears’ a each corner, or drilling or cutng ¼ o ½ inch
holes in he oor.

PAINT/STAIN o preven overheang and help he box las longer
• Naural or unpained wood is ne, especially or woods like cedar and redwood ha weaher well.

• I he exerior is pained or sained: Use only nonoxic producs (e.g., waer-based laex pain, raw Linseed
oil, or Thompson’s Waer Seal©.)

• Use ligh colors such as earh ones (ligh green, gray or brown) or whie, o reec sunligh

• As a general rule, he inside o he nesbox should no be pained.

HEAT & COLD PROTECTION o keep eggs, young and brooding parens rom
getng oo ho or oo cold
• Vens should be included, placed high on he sides under he eaves o he

roo (e.g., hree, several ⅜ inch diameer holes on each side.) Ven holes
drilled a an upward angle will reduce he problem owaer enering he box.

• Venholesmaynobe appropriae in areaswhere gnas are a serious problem
or in colder norhern climaes.

• Ven holes can be plugged during exceponally cold or we weaher.

• A double roo (wih Syrooam, wood block or an air gap/spacer in beween)
can be used o keep he inerior rom getng oo ho or oo cold.
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Nest box with heat shields to lower
inernal emperaures on ho days.

Inside of nestbox
with kerf cuts below
entrance hole.



The Norh American Bluebird Sociey Inc. is a regisered non-pro (501.c.3) organizaon dedicaed
o educaon, conservaon and research o promoe he recovery o bluebirds and oher nave caviy

nesng bird species o Norh America.

MOUNTING AND PREDATOR DETERRENCE o keep nesbox conens sae
rom he ypical predaors ound in your area
• In areas wih climbing predaors (e.g., raccoons, cas, snakes), he

nesboxneeds obeequippedwihapredaor-resisandevice. Opons
include a wobbling bae, a Noel Guard, regularly waxing meal poles,
ec. For more inormaon see he NABS Facshee on Predaor Conrol
a www.nabluebirdsociey.org/ac/bluebirdacs.hm

• The nesbox should ideally be mouned on a smooh, surdy suppor
pole (such as ½ o ¾ inch elecrical meal condui (EMT), or a T-pos
wih 1.5 inch EMT on op.).

• Exending he nesbox back panel below he
nesbox body will allow you o aach he
nesbox o he pole wih eiher screws, nails,
pipe hangers, wire, or U-bols.

• Moun nesboxes wih he enrance hole a
leas 5 ee above he surace o he ground.

• Mounng on ree runks is no recommended because i makes he nesbox oo
accessible o climbing predaors.

• In some areas e.g., he Wesern USA where snakes are no an issue, boxes can
be successully hung rom rees, via a large hook aached o he nesbox roo.
(Monioring boxes high in rees requires specialized equipmen – see
hp://www.nesboxbuilder.com/nesbox-arcle-hanging-nesboxes.hml)

• Perches should never be used on any bluebird nesboxes, because hey are no
needed, and hey aciliae harassmen by non-nave House Sparrows.

• Wooden guards placed over he enry hole are no eecve in eliminang raccoon
predaon (alhough a wooden guard or meal plae can preven squirrels or
woodpeckers rom enlarging he enry hole.)

MAINTENANCE o ensure ha boxes remain in good condion o proec conens
• Ensure ha he enrance hole size is no enlarged.

• Repair or replace cracked or roen wood.

• Check o make sure ha he nesbox connues o resis waer inrusion.

• Clean he inerior afer each brood has edged o reduce parasies and preven he nes rom getng oo
close o he enrance hole.

Noe: If you are building your own nesboxes, use all appropriae safey equipmen, including respiraory and eye proecton.

I you wan o help bluebirds survive and hrive, please consider joining NABS. You will also receive our
quarerly, ull-color journal Bluebird. For inormaon on joining NABS, visi our websie a

hp://nabluebirdsociey.org/index.hm or our Facebook page a
hps://www.acebook.com/NorhAmericanBluebirdSociey.
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A Noel guard around the nestbox hole
to discourage climbing predators such a
raccoons

Nesbox ted wih a
Kingston stove pipe pole
bae o discourage
climbing predators.


